How to Install a Desktop Theme

What is a desktop theme?

A desktop theme allows you to change the look of your computer.  Things like desktop wallpaper, icons, colors, fonts, mouse pointers, sounds, and the screensaver, can all be changed at once and have a similar “themed” look.  

Overview

You will need to download and install a theme manager called Desktop Architect and a compression utility named WinZip.  You will also have to download a desktop theme package to install and apply.  To complete these sections and steps you will need the tools listed below.

Tools needed


· Internet Access

· Internet Explorer 5.0 or 5.5

· Windows 98, ME or 2000

· Know how to use the Internet and the Windows Operating System

How to use these instructions

Each major task is divided up into 4 sections; within each section you have detailed instructions with images that will allow you to complete the tasks.  

There are altars that inform you of important details.



Download and Install WinZip 8.0

This section will show you how to download an install WinZip 8.0, a utility that is required to install a desktop theme.  If you already have WinZip 8.0 or higher you may skip this section.

	1) Connect to the internet and open Internet Explorer 5.0 


2) Go to www.winzip.com
3) Click on “Download Evaluation”
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	4) Click on “Download WinZip 8.0 for Windows”
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	5) Click on “Download Now”
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	6) Make sure that “Save this program to disk” is selected, then click “OK”

7) In the new box that appears, click “Save”.
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	8) You will see a download box like the one shown here. Make sure that there is NO check mark next to “Close this dialog box when download completes”

9) When it is done downloading, click the “Open” button.
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	10) Click “Setup” to begin the installation of WinZip.
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	11) In the new window that appears, click “OK”.

12) The installer will install the necessary files
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	13) Click “Next” to continue.
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	14) Click “Yes” to accept the software agreement.

15) Click “Next”
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	16) Make sure that “Start with the WinZip Wizard” is selected.  Then click “Next”

17) Click “Next” again to have WinZip search your hard drive for zip files.  Just leave what’s pre-selected.

18) Click “Next” one last time.
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	19) Click “Close” to exit the installation wizard.
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	20) You can close the WinZip window that appears by clicking on the “X” at the top left corner.
	[image: image12.png]Ele Edt View | Favortes Took Hel [ ]

Qe Curoiers Frisoy |08 B X7

P 5 a0

Online Manual  ReadWie.txt  Urinstal

See akor What'sNew  WinZip 8.0
My Documents:

My Wetwork Places

My Computer

' object(s) 350KB I\ My Computer i







Download and Install Desktop Architect

This Section will show you how to download and install the desktop theme manager program named Desktop Architect.  If you already have Desktop Architect 2.0 or higher, you may skip this section.

	1) Connect to the internet and open Internet Explorer 5.0 


2) Go to www.desktoparchitect.com
3) Click on “Downloads”
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	4) Click on “Download Now” towards the middle of the page.

5) Click on any download link, usually the last one works 100% of the time.
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	6) Make sure that “Save this program to disk” is selected, then click “OK”

7) In the new box that appears, click “Save”.
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	8) You will see a download box like the one shown here. Make sure that there is NO check mark next to “Close this dialog box when download completes”

9) When it is done downloading, click the “Open” button.
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	10) Follow the on screen instruction on how to install Desktop Architect. Click the “Next” button to get started.
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	11) Click “yes” to accept the software agreement.
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	12) On then the following screens. Just click the “Next” button to install
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	13) Click “Finish” when installation is done.
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Download and Install a Desktop Theme 

This Section will show you how to download a desktop theme package from the Internet, and install it on to your computer.

	
1) Connect to the Internet and open Internet Explorer 5.0


2) There are many websites that offer desktop themes for free downloading.  

For this example go to http://download.unibia.net
Some other sites that you can visit later:

http://www.download.com
http://www.themeworld.com 


3) Look through the list of themes and choose one that you like.  Click on the preview picture to download it.  You may also click on the word “Download”.
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	4) Make sure that “Save this program to disk” is selected, then click “OK”

5) In the new box that appears, click “Save”.
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	6) You will see a download box like the one shown here. Make sure that there is NO check mark next to “Close this dialog box when download completes”

7) When it is done downloading, click the “Open” button.
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	8) WinZip 8.0 should appear, click on “Next” to continue.
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	9) Make sure that "Install Desktop Theme from “..." is selected, then Click "Next"
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	10) WinZip 8.0 will automatically place the files where they belong, just click the "next" button to continue.
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	11) WinZip 8.0 shows you where files will be stored; this is to help you later if you wish to remove the theme. Click "Unzip now" to unzip the files and install the theme.
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	12) After unzipping the theme files, click "Close" to exit WinZip.  We don’t want WinZip to start the theme installer. We will do that manually.
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Applying the Desktop Theme

This Section will show you how to go into Desktop Architect, select a theme and apply it.

	
1) Click on the “Start” button in the lower left hand corner of you screen.

2) Move the cursor to “programs”

3) Move the cursor to “Desktop Architect”
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	4) Click on “Desktop Architect”
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	5) The first time that you start Desktop Architect, you will receive many setup prompts. Please refer below. 

· A prompt asking you if you wish to make this program the default theme manager, make sure that you click “yes”. This appears once.

· A prompt asking you to specify the default theme storage location, just accept the location that is predefined. This appears once.

· A prompter asking you is you wish to read the “readme” file.  It’s your choice; click “yes” or “no”. This appears once.

· A tips screen, click on “close” to exit it.  If you want to permanently remove it, select “Never show tips at startup” from the drop-down-list.
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	6) Your screen should resemble the on pictures at right.  You may look around and familiarize your self with the program.  It’s basic purpose it to select and apply a desktop theme that you have installed. 
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	7) Look for a theme in the drop down list towards the top left of the program.  You can select the theme by clicking on its name.

8) As soon as you select a theme, a preview of it will appear in the main window.  You can browse through other themes and preview them.
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	9) When you have selected a theme, click “Apply” towards the top center of the program.
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	10) The theme is applied and your computer now has a new look!

11) You can always change back to what you had before by selecting “Previous Settings” from the theme list

12) Repeat steps 8 – 10 in this section to choose a different theme.
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	13) Exit the program by clicking the “X” in the top right corner.  Your current theme will remain applied.
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If you do not know how to connect to the Internet, contact your Internet service provider.





If you do not know how to connect to the Internet, contact your Internet service provider.











If you do not see what is pictured at left then you have a self-installing theme.  Follow the directions that appear on the screen.











You must have WinZip 8.0 installed and working before you can continue.

















If you get an error message after you click on the “open” button, it means that your download failed.  Repeat the steps above to re-download.  If you continue to have trouble, make sure that you are using Internet Explorer 5.0 or later.











I cannot grantee themes downloaded from websites other that � HYPERLINK "http://download.unibia.net" ��http://download.unibia.net� will work correctly or will not contain viruses.











If you get an error message after you click on the “open” button, it means that your download failed.  Repeat the steps above to re-download.  If you continue to have trouble, make sure that you are using Internet Explorer 5.0 or later.











If you get an error message after you click on the “open” button, it means that your download failed.  Repeat the steps above to re-download.  If you continue to have trouble, make sure that you are using Internet Explorer 5.0 or later.











If you received a “Missing Components” Screen, ignore it and press “Next”.  The theme will usable, but not be fully complete.











If you do not know how to connect to the Internet, contact your Internet service provider.











It is important that you make sure you remember where you save it if you want to go back to the file later.











If you received a message asking if you want to replace/overwrite a file, click on “No”.











An orange hand box warns of serious potential problems











A blue megaphone box provides extra help information about a step.











Desktop Architect must be installed and working before you can continue.














